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Supporting ethical and effective Al governance in European cities and regions

Financed by: Interreg Europe 2021-2027, Policy objective 1: Smarter Europe
Project ID: 02C0455

Duration of the project: 01.04.2024 — 31.03.2028

Project summary:

The project addresses opportunities and challenges of adoption of artificial intelligence (Al) in the public
sector, particularly in local and regional governments. Al creates huge potential in transforming cities and
regions and their communities and to improve public sector services and to increase productivity and
government efficiency. However, Al also presents unforeseen risks and challenges for local and regional
government e.g. related to security and safety, ethics, trust and regulatory issues. Cities and regions play an
important role in ensuring that the whole of society is involved in and prepared for this major
transformation.

Currently, European local and regional governments are actively developing Al strategies and policies and
adopting and implementing Al in government services and operations. Al policies and adoption are
especially promoted in the framework of smart city initiatives aiming to improve the quality of life, economic
development and sustainable development in European cities and regions. The Al ACT, a proposed new
European legal framework aiming to bolster regulations on the development and use of Al underlines the
importance of close European cooperation, exchange and learning on Al at different levels of government.
By identifying good practices and novel solutions through interregional exchange and co-creation, the
project aims at helping local and regional policy makers to improve and create policy mechanisms which
facilitate safe and ethical adoption of Al in the public sector, particularly in local and regional governments,
thus increasing people's well-being and the vitality of the cities and regions.

The project's interregional learning process builds on the key elements of the Al governance model and
processes, and related Al challenges in local and regional government that in different policy forms and
features is the core policy change and improvement developed by the partners in the project.



Partners:

Partner 1 (Lead partner) — City of Tampere (Finland)

Partner 2 — City of Helsinki (Finland)

Partner 3 — Amsterdam Municipality (Netherlands)

Partner 4 — Piemonte Innova (ltaly)

Partner 5 — Bacau County Council (Romania)

Partner 6 — Bucharest-llIfov Regional Development Agency (Romania)
Partner 7 — Riga Local Government Riga Digital Agency (Latvia)
Budget:

Total project budget - 1.763.370 euro

Bacau County Council Budget - 177.000 euro (partner contribution — 35.400 euro)

Expected policy improvement for Bacau County Council:

Revision of the Bacau County Sustainable Development 2021-2029 Strategy



